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M r. Pr e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator McDonald.

SENATOR MCDONALD: Mr. President, members of the body, you
should have been handed out an outline of what the LR does.
The intent of LR 227 is to give authorization to cities and
villages in Nebraska to participate in and initiate programs
for the rehabilitation of blighted property. At present
there is only the statutory authority to participate in
projects that are wholly federally funded. As the policy on
these programs is to phase out the federal support in the
long run, an authorization for Nebraska cities and villages
is needed to accept this responsibility locally if these
much needed programs are to continue. These programs for
the rehabilitation of properties in blighted areas are the
most cost effective of all urban revitalization programs and
retain th e a esthetic qu alities of the ar ea . This
constitutional authorization is needed to accommodate the
changes in federal policy that are predicted. This bill
would also allow tax increment or community improvement
financing to be used in rehabilitation projects.
Rehabi l i t i at i on i s c r i t i c al l y i mp or t ant t o t h e
revitalization of all urban areas in Nebraska. The proposed
legislation recognizes that importance. More importantly it
w il l al l ow Neb r a sk a c i t i e s t o d ev e l o p i nno v a t i v e f i n a n c i n g
techniques designed to preserve their property tax bases and
housing su p p ly we l l i nt o t h e f ut u r e . I t hi n k t h i s
legislation makes good economic sense for the state and its
citizens and I would urge your adoption of LR 227.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers has an amendment on the desk.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Chambers would move to amend
the bill, amend the resolution, excuse me, "On page 1, l i ne
11, strike the second "or" and insert the word "and".

P RESIDENT: Se n a t o r C h ambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Cha irman and me mbers of the
Legislature, the word "or" appears twice in that line on
that page. I want to strike the second one and insert the
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